Forest Stewardship Plan EZ
	Forest name:
	

	# of acres plan covers:
	

	Forest certification number:
	

	Plan prepared by:
	

	Date plan prepared:
	

	County and state:
	


	Plan revision dates

	Plan revised
	Monitoring data incorporated
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1. Legal description

Township, Range & Section

2. Short and long term goals and objectives (ecological, silvicultural, social, economic)
a. Short term

b. Long term
3. Map

Identify property boundaries, stand boundaries, streams and wetlands, unstable slopes roads & other unique features.
4. General property description

Describe land history, current conditions, ownership structure, socio-economic issues, etc.

5. Regional landscape

Describe land management practices within the watershed that may have a bearing on the property.

6. Interaction with surrounding properties

Describe access, transportation, trails, adjacent land uses, etc.

7. Existing conditions and resources

Describe resources to be managed, including soils, timber, vegetation, fish & wildlife, water resources, special mgmt zones, etc.

8. Stands

Identify forest stands by community or habitat type, stand number and acreage.

9. Descriptive overview of stands

Describe stands by cover type, age, tree/plant species & size, wildlife, soils, slope, aspect, stand history, etc.
10. Stand Silvicultural objectives

Describe the desired future condition of each stand and the silvicultural system that will be used to achieve those conditions.  Should link to plan objectives and be consistent with regeneration data & regeneration strategies. Chosen management recommendation & course of action should be expressly identified for each stand. Describe harvesting techniques and equipment. Determine the sustained yield harvest level (in mbf/yr) such that harvest levels and rates do not exceed growth over successive harvests. Contact NCF if you need assistance with this calculation. 
11. Stand inventory data

For each stand, describe basal area, cords/acre, bd ft/acre, regeneration information, diameter distribution, etc. For all commercially harvested products, an inventory system is maintained that includes: a) species, b) volumes, c) stocking, d) regeneration, e) stand and forest composition and structure, and f) timber quality.
12. Rare, threatened or endangered species and/or high conservation value areas

Identify and describe rare, threatened and endangered species, unique habitats

13. Management concerns

Describe management strategies for exotic invasive plants, animals, insects and disease.

14. Cultural/historic resources

Identify and describe cultural or historic resources, land use rights, and indigenous rights (if applicable).

15. Fish & Wildlife

Identify and describe significant fish and wildlife that utilize the site, the habitat quality for these species and any management activities to improve habitat conditions.

16. Non-timber forest products

Identify and describe any significant non-timber forest products and plans for managing and/or harvesting these products (if applicable).

17. Recreation/public access

Describe recreational uses of land and public use of land.

18. Monitoring

Describe the basic plan for monitoring forest growth and dynamics, wildlife habitat and impacts of management activities. Depending on the size and scale of your forest management, effective monitoring can take a variety of forms. Here are a few ideas: 

a) Establish a system of photo points around the property and develop a scrapbook that compares photos over the years.

b) Twice per year, go on a monitoring walk through your forest and keep a journal with all your observations. Be sure to note: 


- Any invasive species


- Forest health issues


- Wildlife sightings

- The effects of any disturbance such as a blowdown, harvest, fire, disease, etc.
- The condition of all forest roads or trails, paying special attention to bridges and culverts. Are there any issues with erosion or runoff? 
c) Install a series of permanent monitoring plots which you can revisit every 10 years to measure forest growth
d) NCF has published a comprehensive guide to inventory and monitoring that contains step-by-step instructions on how to set up permanent plots and collect field data. Contact NCF for a copy of this guidebook.
Management Timetable

List below the primary management activities that should be implemented over the next 10 - 100 years.  
	Year
	Season
	Stand #
	Management Activity

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


