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CURRENT USE TAX PROGRAMS

The WA State Legislature created 
these programs to allow property 
owners to have their timberlands, 
open-space lands, and farmlands 
valued at their current use rather 
than their highest and best use.  

ÁDESIGNATED FOREST LAND
(RCW 84.33, enacted in 1971)

ÁOPEN SPACE 
(RCW 84.34, enacted in 1970)



THE ñINCONVENIENT TRUTHò 
ABOUT SPECIAL TAX PROGRAMS:

ÁRegardless of special tax 
programs, taxing 
districts need a certain 
amount of money to 
operate (a budget).

ÁWhenever someone 

pays less in TAXE$, 

the rest of the 
landowners pay more .



DESIGNATED FOREST LAND (DFL):

The Designated Forest Land 
program applies preferential 
taxation to qualifying property 
owners in exchange for 
growing, harvesting, and 
replanting commercial 
timber.



SOME OF THE DFL BASICS:

ÁEnrolled acreage must 
total 5 acres or more 

ÁLand must be devoted 
primarily to the growth 
& harvest of trees for 
commercial purposes

ÁLand must be replanted
within 3 years of harvest



é continued

ÁLand must meet stocking
requirements (190 seedlings 
or 100 mature trees per acre)

ÁOwner must control competing 
vegetation (Scotch broom, 
blackberries, etc.)

ÁTree species must be a 
commercially harvestable timber
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continues to meet the guidelines for the program



PURCHASING LAND?

IF YOUôRE PURCHASING LAND 

ALREADY ENROLLED IN DFL, 

THE ASSESSORôS OFFICE MAY

REQUIRE YOU TO SUBMIT 

A FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN

IN LEWIS COUNTY, A FOREST MANAGEMENT 

PLAN GENERALLY IS REQUESTED IF 

LAND RECENTLY WAS HARVESTED



PURCHASING LAND?

IF YOUôRE PURCHASING LAND 

AND WANT TO ENROLL IN DFL, 

CONTACT THE ASSESSORôS OFFICE 

ÁAPPLICATION FEE IS $150 FOR FIRST PARCEL 

(DISCOUNT GIVEN FOR ADDITIONAL PARCELS 

IF THEY ARE ADJACENT)

ÁAPPLICATIONS ARE DUE BY DEC. 31



APPLYING FOR DFL?

ITôS BASICALLY A THREE-YEAR PROCESS
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LANDOWNER 

SUBMITS DFL 

APPLICATION 

BEFORE THE 

DEC. 31 

DEADLINE

YEAR 2

ASSESSORôS 

OFFICE 

INSPECTS THE 

PROPERTY

YEAR 3

IF APPROVED, 

LANDOWNER 

BEGINS SEEING  

TAX SAVINGS 

ON PROPERTY 

TAX BILL 



PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT

ELK, MICE, INSECTS, 

SCOTCH BROOM, 

BLACKBERRIES AND 

DROUGHT CAN BE 

REAL KILLERS. 

SPEAK TO YOUR 

FORESTER ABOUT THE 

BEST WAYS TO PROTECT 

YOUR TREES.



ñALL OF MY TREES DIED é 

NOW WHAT?ò

REPLANT.

IT IS THE LANDOWNERôS 

RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE 

THE PROPERTY HAS AT 

LEAST 190 SEEDLINGS OR 

100 MATURE TREES PER 

ACRE AT ALL TIMES.


