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Are there logs in your future?



HISTORIC  TIMBER MARKET TRENDS

What are the influencing factors?
• Housing Starts

• Canadian Lumber

• Asian demand

• Weather







HISTORIC PRICE TRENDS



HISTORIC VOLUME TRENDS



WHERE DO THE EXPORT LOGS GO?





WHY DOES CHINA PREFER LOGS?



Why does China prefer logs?

• Improvements in their manufacturing 
processes: they can capture more value.

• Import tariffs are lower on logs.

• Labor costs in China are low.

• Great demand for the byproducts: wood 
chips, shavings, and sawdust.

• Social policy: need to capture as much 
employment as possible throughout the entire 
wood products chain.



MARKET OUTLOOK & INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPMENTS

• Global log markets forecasted to improve but 
at a slow pace through 2017.

• Decreasing harvest levels in Canada. No net 
increase after 2018.

• Predicted supply imbalance by 2018-2019.

• Mill closures and consolidations.

• Softwood Lumber Agreement expiration.

• India?



SOURCES FOR CURRENT LOG MARKET 
INFORMATION

• Washington DNR survey prices for delivered 
logs.

• Subscription services: Log Lines and 
Washington/Oregon Log Market Report.

• Northwest Forestry Services (WA/OR Prices) 
nwforestryservices.com







LOG SORTS 101



LOG SORTS 101

• LOG VOLUME (SCALE), LOG GRADE, LOG SORT

• LOG VOLUME: Derived from measuring the 
length and diameter of the scaling cylinder. 
Expressed in board feet using Scribner log 
scale. Deductions in diameter and/or length 
then determine the net volume in your log. 
You are paid on net volume.







MEASURING LOG FOR GROSS AND NET 
SCALE





LOG GRADE

• BASED ON THE GRADING RULES OF THE 
SCALING BUREAU. Determined by size and 
quality characteristics.





CHARACTERISTICS OF HIGH QUALITY 
TIMBER

• KNOTS: SMALL AND WELL SCATTERED IF 
PRESENT.

• RING COUNT: 6 TO 8 RINGS PER INCH 
AVERAGE IN THE OUTER INCH OR OUTER 1/3 
OF LOG.

• CENTERED HEART.

• SMOOTH AND STRAIGHT



LOG SORTING

• AT THE WOODS LANDING: SORTED BY LOG 
DESTINATION

• AT THE BUYER’S LOG YARD: SORTED BY 
BUYER’S LOG SORTS BASED ON QUALITY.



COMMON DOMESTIC AND EXPORT 
LOG SORTS

• DOMESTIC: UTILITY POLES, VENEER, VARIOUS 
TYPES OF SAWLOGS, CHIP AND SAW, PULP

• EXPORT: JAPAN, CHINA, KOREA, TEMPLE 
POLES, 



DOMESTIC PRICE/SPEC SHEET



EXPORT PRICE/SPEC SHEET



GRADE VERSUS SORT

• GRADE: THE SCALING AND GRADING BUREAU 
CONTROLS THE SPECIFICATIONS AND 
APPLICATION FOR THE GRADES THAT SCALERS 
USE WHILE GRADING EACH LOG.

• SORT: SORT SPECIFICATIONS AND APPLICATION 
ARE CONTROLLED BY THE INDIVIDUAL LOG 
BUYING COMPANY. SORTS ARE PROPRIETARY AND 
VARY WIDELY FROM COMPANY TO COMPANY.



“Roll-out” Scale VS. Truck Scale





EVALUATING TIMBER QUALITY



SILVICULTURAL STRATEGIES FOR 
GROWING HIGHER QUALITY TIMBER



• DEFINE YOUR GOALS – ARE THEY COMPATIBLE 
WITH PRODUCING HIGHER QUALITY TIMBER? 
SOMETIMES “MESSIER” IS BETTER FOR WILDLIFE 
HABITAT.

• WHAT TREE SPECIES ARE YOUR SOILS BEST 
SUITED FOR?

• ASSESS CURRENT STAND CONDITIONS: 
OVERCROWDING, BOLE CHARACTERISTICS, 
BRANCHING HABIT.

• CONSIDER NICHE TIMBER PRODUCTS: FIGURED 
MAPLE, ALDER VENEER, TEMPLE POLES.



• Long term planning for poles, cedar, specialty 
products such as oversize and/or tight grain.

• Managing for mixed species diversity = 
economic and ecological resilience.

• Knowing when to thin so as not to lose value 
to neglect.



LOGGING AND MARKETING



VALUE CAN BE ADDED THROUGH 
GOOD LOG MANUFACTURING











ASK THE FORESTER



QUESTIONS?

RICK@NNRG.ORG


