
Oregon Forest Practices Act

Sauvie Island, Oregon 
February 4, 2017



Legislation passed in 1971 created the 
Oregon Forest Practices Act.

Governs how forest management activities 
are conducted on private forestland.  

Dynamic, evolving rules.  Modified based 
upon new science and technology. 

Primary focus is water protection.

The Oregon Department of Forestry enforces the Forest 
Practices Act on private land.







What does ODF require prior to a timber 
sale?



A Notification of Operations must be submitted 
at least 15 days prior to activity.  Notifications or 
a NOAP can submitted on-line through the ODF 
e-Notification system (FERNS) or at an ODF 
office.  

An operator, consulting forester, landowner or 
timberowner may submit the NOAP.



The Stewardship forester with ODF reviews the NOAP and 
contacts the operator if he or she has concerns about the 
operation. 

There are 51 Stewardship foresters throughout the state 
and each have a geographical area they are responsible 
for.  

They make periodic on-site inspections to make sure the 
forest practices rules are being complied with. They also 
insure the land is properly reforested.  



The operator is responsible for complying with the 
forest practices rules that apply to the activity. 

During fire season the operator must also have 
specific fire equipment and provide a watchman 
service.   

The landowner is responsible for reforestation.

The Stewardship forester can issue citations and civil 
penalties to the operator if there is a violation of the rule 
and or damage to the resource.



How to submit a Notification 













A specific number is assigned to each 
NOAP.



When a Stewardship forester conducts an inspection or 
makes formal comments, the operator and landowner 
will receive an email.



Let me demonstrate how to submit a 
NOAP


