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Describing our local forests
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What Defines Our
Forests?

-Low Rainfall
-Summer drought
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Trees must be drought tolerant.

Friday Harbor ave rage Average Monthly Precipitation
. i Seattle Sea-Tac Airport, Washington
Precip 28 inches



What Defines Our
Forests?

-Low Rainfall
-Summer drought
-Soils(thin, rocky, glacial)
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What Defines Our
Forests?

-Low Rainfall
-Summer drought
-Soils(thin, rocky, glacial)

-Natural Disturbance

- Wind, Fire, Disease, i A A e e
Insects ' PR s :




Disease

@3?"& Most Diseas
TR d Root Rots
' 0 Stem Rots

0 Cankers
0 Foliage Diseases

o0 Important for Creating Habitat
0 Drive Nutrient Cycling .
0 Increase Complexity of Forests |



0 1989/1990 Storm

0 Brought Down 4 million feet of timber
d Equivalent to over 1,000 log trucks




What Defines Our
Forests?

-Low Rainfall
-Summer drought
-Soils(thin, rocky, glacial)

-Natural Disturbance

Wind, Fire, Disease, L e
Insects ' B

Human History g LB Gy
- Pre-settlement \

- Fire _ .

- Post-settlement | : '

- Grazing, logging, T gt
lack of Fire o
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- A Development/ land clearing

TH LPRE YW

RS TN Y L ' ‘ ’ .

Most Historic Logging
A Highgrade Harvesting

0 Largest/ best trees cut
d No thinning, no planting

d No proactive management

A Salvage Harvesting

d Extraction of most large trees
d Loss of biological legacies

d Permanent loss of forest
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- A Emphasis on ecosystem based
+  management

. 8 Largesttrees retained

e d Managing for diversity, resiliency

’ P d Modeling management after natural
/ disturbance

0 Restoration
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B 0 Intensity varies by fuel, weather,
. l/ topography

% ,,, N d Kills some plants, others resistant
N g @ g i -’f}-&“i'.'frf,,.; T d How often fires burn (frequency)
el R PR strongly influences vegetation
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Forest Standsiwnhat is astand)

A Stand: a contiguous group of trees sufficiently
uni form I n age, specil e
distinguishable.

A ééwhere a standard set
can be implemented.






Stand Types:(common)

1. Douglasfir
A Singleage and multage
2. Mixed conifer (multrage)
A Cedar/ hemlock/ spruce/ grand fir
3. Pine
4. Hardwood / mixed conifer & hardwood
A Alder
A Douglasfir/ madrone
A Douglasfir/ oak















