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INTO THE BUILDING
THE WOOD PATH
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SOURCING WOOD PRODUCTS

p. 2



PROCUREMENT PROCESS
 Rough Carpentry/ Blocking + Backing

 Millwork

 Doors + Frames

 Finishes
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PROCUREMENT PROCESS

What questions do we ask about the wood 
being supplied to our projects?

What questions should we be asking?
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FSC VS SFIER
BOTH ARE CERTIFICATIONS – WHATS THE DIFFERENCE?AL 
DIFFERENT WAYS:
FULL SLIDE DECK PAGE, OR SIZE WITHIN PAGE, OR SIZE AND 

POSITION ON RIGHT SIDE OF PAGE
Wood-based products can be certified by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) or the Sustainable 

Forestry Initiative (SFI), if they meet the organization’s sustainability and certification criteria.

“FSC is an independent, non-profit organization that protects forests for future generations. Started in 

1993 after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio failed to come to an agreement to stop deforestation…..(sic) 

Begun by a group of businesses, environmentalists and community leaders.”

“About SFI: The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® Inc. is an independent, non-profit organization 

dedicated to promoting sustainable forest management. As a solutions-oriented sustainability 

organization, SFI® works at the intersection of sustainable forestry, thriving communities and 

responsible procurement.” The SFI was initiated by the American Forest & Paper Association in 1994 

“as one of the U.S. forest sector’s contributions to the vision of sustainable development established by 

the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development.” 

Source: www.oneearthbodycare.com
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https://us.fsc.org/en-us
http://www.sfiprogram.org/
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Source: www.buildinggreen.com



BE POSITIONED SEVERAL DIFFERENT WAYS:
FULL SLIDE DECK PAGE, OR SIZE WITHIN PAGE, OR SIZE AND POSITION 

ON RIGHT SIDE OF PAGE
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BE POSITIONED SEVERAL DIFFERENT WAYS:
FULL SLIDE DECK PAGE, OR SIZE WITHIN PAGE, OR SIZE AND POSITION 

ON RIGHT SIDE OF PAGE
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THE CHALLENGES
COST: 
 10 – 20% Premium for Dimensional 

 Lumber

 Many projects will allocate their 
sustainability dollars to items with a higher 
Return-on-Investment [Electrical or 
Mechanical Systems]

AVAILABILITY:
 Many lumber yards have let their FSC 

Certification go due to lack of demand and 
added cost to hold certification.  [One local 
company noted it was $7,000.00/year to 
carry the certification, not counting the 
additional labor to track the paperwork.]

 Lumber yards that do carry FSC wood, do 
not stock it, and it can take 2 – 3 weeks to 
deliver to the job site.



FOR DESIGNERS
Do you know the carbon footprint 
of the materials that you’re 
specifying?

Do you know where the country 
of origin is?

Do you know if it’s responsibly 
farmed?

Do you know how it is 
processed?  
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PALDAO | A CASE STUDY
A beautiful walnut wood wallpaper was specified and installed on a local project. 
The product failed.  Upon ordering the replacement material, it was determined 
that it was 3 - 4 months out.

The trees used for this wallpaper were not ready to harvest yet.

Upon further questions – it was discovered that this product was:
 Grown in the Philippines
 Then shipped to Japan for processing
 Then shipped to Florida, to the appropriate receiving port
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QUESTIONS? 
THOUGHTS?
IDEAS?



THANK YOU … 
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